
 

 

Madam C. J. Walker, Entrepreneur 
 

 
“Don’t sit down and wait for the opportunities 

 to come.  Get up and make them." 
 

 
 
Throughout history people who make an impact do so with their thoughts, their 
actions and, sometimes, their words. Read the quote above a few times. Read it 
to yourself. Read it out loud. Give yourself a minute to really let the meaning of 
the words sink in. Once you’ve done that, complete the items below. 
 
1) Based on what you’ve learned about C.J. Walker, what idea or feeling was she 
trying to express with this quote? Include why you think she chose the specific 
words that she did.  
 

 

 

 
 
2) Now that you’ve thought about what the quote meant for C.J. Walker, think 
about what it could mean to you in your life. Fill in the blank with the 
word/phrase that best fits. 
 
Don’t sit down and wait for the opportunities to come… 
 

 

 

 


